Lane County Medical Society
990 West 7th Avenue  Eugene, Oregon 97402
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March 20, 2010

Honorable Peter DeFazio

2134 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman DeFazio:

We are extremely appreciative of the hard work that the members of the Oregon House delegation have done on the issue of geographic disparities in the Medicare payment formula. Oregon is one of seventeen states whose doctors receive Medicare reimbursements at rates far below the national average, despite delivering better health outcomes. 

We are pleased by the announcement today that the health care reform bill includes an agreement which will begin to fix this inequity.  For the next two years, Oregon doctors and hospitals will receive immediate relief for their unfairly low Medicare reimbursement rates.  During that two year period, the Secretary Of Health and Human Services with the authority of the President have committed, in writing,  to commission a study that would recommend specific steps to fix the longstanding geographic disparities in the Medicare formula, that would be completed and its recommendations implemented into law by 2012.  A second study that will also investigate how to restructure the reimbursement formula to reward the kind of high quality, high value care that thousands of seniors receive in Oregon is due to be implemented into law by 2014. 

This agreement is a significant step forward in the fight to ending this long-standing problem that has unfairly punished our doctors and hospitals for providing high quality, low cost care. 

Sincerely,

Michael G. Herz, M.D., President; Marc B. Schnapper, M.D., President-Elect; Raymond N. Englander, M.D., Secretary-Treasurer; Byrke Beller, M.D. Secretary-Treasurer Elect; Sylvia A. Emory, Chairwoman of the Delegation

