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March 20, 2010

The Honorable Peter DeFazio
United States House of Representatives

2134 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515  

Dear Congressman DeFazio:

We are extremely appreciative of the hard work that the members of the Oregon House delegation have done on the issue of geographic disparities in the Medicare payment formula. Oregon is one of seventeen states whose doctors receive Medicare reimbursements at rates far below the national average, despite delivering better health outcomes.

While we continue to examine the new provisions of the bill, we are pleased by the announcement today that the health care reform bill includes an agreement which will begin to fix Medicare geographic inequity.  At this point in time, this agreement appears to be a significant step forward in the fight to ending this long-standing problem that has unfairly punished our doctors and hospitals for providing high quality, low cost care.

While we are pleased with this progress, we remain concerned that other problems impacting physicians remain unresolved in this bill.

For example, we continue to seek a permanent repeal of the SGR formula, which unfairly puts physicians in the position of seeing Medicare payment levels erode year after year, rather than keep pace with their rising costs.  Additionally, and perhaps most troublingly for OMA members, this bill, while it contains some provisions to address malpractice reform, does not go far enough. Without comprehensive liability reform that helps reduce the practice of defensive medicine, our shared cost containment goals will remain unmet.

Ultimately, while we recognize that this bill takes significant steps toward needed reforms, it leaves important work undone. Therefore, the OMA must remain neutral in its position on this legislation. 

We offer our profound thanks to our Congressional delegation for their continued efforts to improve this bill, and for their advocacy on behalf of all Oregonians.  
Sincerely,
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Peter A. Bernardo, MD
Joanne K. Bryson, CAE


Bryan Boehringer, 

President



Executive Director


Director of Government
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